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Veterans Service Office Ad
Campaigns

Starting in November 2021 you will see advertisements
for the Kalamazoo County Veterans Service Office pop
up on billboards and buses! Thanks to the MVAA's
County Veterans Service Fund Grant, the KCVSO was
able to allocate Grant dollars towards much needed
outreach and advertisement for the 2022 Fiscal Year.
The need for this advertisement was determined using
a survey that was distributed and collected in early
2021 while seeking community imput into what
services the VSO should provide. Have you called the
Veterans Service Office to check up on your benefits?
Did you know that we recently expanded our services
to non-War Time veterans? If your answers to these
questions are "no", it is time to give the VSO a call!
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This publication is released
quarterly for the purpose of
informing the veterans, spouses,
and dependents of Kalamazoo
County of the different benefits
and initiatives available to them.  



 James Saur retired from the
United State Air Force in 1990
as a colonel after 26 years of
service. Starting as a
navigator he served in many
roles, completing his service
as the Division Chief for
logistics and maintenance for
all S.A.C. bombers. 

Returning to civilian life he
became an active participant
in veterans service
organizations, especially the
American Legion. As a leader
of the Joseph B. Westnedge
Post 36 in Kalamazoo he was
responsible, with the help of
others, for increasing its
declining membership from
around 100 to almost 300
members. He has held the
offices of Finance Officer,
Adjutant and Commander, his
current position. He is also
the current County 

Veteran of the Year:
James Saur

the agenda, ensures that the
Legion float is in local parades,
and helps veteran families in
time of need. 
 
Col. Saur has been married to
Nancy Krohn Saur for over 50
years and they have three
sons, Stephen, Erik and Jason.
Continuing the USAF tradition
Stephen is a Lt. Col. (Ret.) who
now flies for Southwest
Airlines and his wife Valarie is
also a Lt. Colonel serving in the
USAF Reserve.

Commander and has been the
Third District Commander and
Vice Commander. 

Col. Saur coordinates the
annual financial awards that
the Legion presents to the
top senior and junior cadets
in the WMU Army ROTC
program. He is also active in
the VFW Red Arrow Post and
the Kalamazoo Michigan 40
et 8. Col. Saur’s community
service includes volunteering
at Loaves and Fishes, charity
tax preparation for those in
need, and providing close
contact between his Legion
Post and the Kalamazoo
Gospel Mission. He and his
Legion Post ensure that
finances are available for the
Post’s donation of 100
Thanksgiving Day meals and
100 more from the 40 et 8.
He has been known to attend
City and County Commission
meetings when issues
concerning veterans are on 



MCL Act 235 of 1911:
provides for the payment and
reimbursement by counties,
in certain cases upon
application therefor, of
expenses incurred in the
burial of the bodies of
honorably discharged
members of the armed forces
of the United States, or their
spouses.

In Kalamazoo County,
application must be made by
the dependents of the
veteran or spouses within 2
years of passing. The burial
benefit is $300 and is paid to
the claimant if there is no
balance remaining with the
Funeral Home, or directly to
the Funeral Home if there is a
balance. 

There are 4 documents
needed when applying for
the burial benefit:

1) Burial benefit application
2) DD214 of service member
3) Death Certificate
4) Itemized receipt from the
Funeral Home.

You can always reach out to
the Kalamazoo County
Veterans Service Office with
questions or to seek
assistance in the application
process. 

To be eligible for the county burial
benefit the veteran must have
served during a time of war and
have been honorably discharged. If
the surviving spouse is making
application for the burial benefit,
the asset limit is $40,000 excluding
the homestead. For all other
persons making application the
asset limit is the total cost of the
funeral expenses.

November VSO Highlight:
County Burial Benefit



Nov 11 1918 - World War I: Germany signs an armistice agreement with the Allies in a railroad
car in the forest of Compiègne, France. The fighting officially ends at 11:00 a.m., (the eleventh
hour in the eleventh month on the eleventh day) and this is annually honored with a two-minute
silence. The war officially ends on the signing of the Treaty of Versailles on 28th June, 1919.
Source: Military-History-Anniversaries-1101-thru-1130.pdf (veteransresources.org)

This Month in Military History

From 1971-1977, the “Uniform Holiday Bill” went into effect, which moved Veterans Day from a
set-date on November 11th, to being celebrated on a Monday, which would allow Federal
employees to have a three-day weekend. Because some Americans continued to observe
Veterans Day on the original date, and others on the new day throughout those six years, the
switch was seen as confusing and unnecessary. In 1978, Veterans Day was changed once again to
November 11th, by President Gerald R. Ford.
Source: 25 Veterans Day Facts (parade.com)

Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end of
World War I. Congress passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual observance, and Nov. 11
became a national holiday beginning in 1938. Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays tribute to
all American veterans—living or dead—but especially gives thanks to living veterans who served
their country honorably during war or peacetime.
Source: www.history.com/topics/holidays/veterans-day-facts

Meet Our Staff: Peter Green Jr.
Enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in Feb of 2003. Arrived at

Parris Island Apr 28, 2003. After completing training attended
Communications School in 29 Palms CA. After completing

Communications School, I received orders to 1st Battalion 12th Marines
where I was a Radio Operator with Charlie Battery. In August of 2004, my
unit was attached to the 31st MEU, where we set sail steaming towards

Kuwait. On September 11th, 2004 I stepped foot in Kuwait awaiting
orders to advance into Iraq. In October 2004 I arrived at Camp Fallujah in
advance of Operation Phantom Fury. I left Iraq in May of 2005 returning
to Okinawa Japan. After another deployment to Okinawa in 2006, I left

the Marine Corps April 27, 2007. 
 

After working in Community Corrections for many years, I started
working for Volunteers of America as a Supportive Service Coordinator
with the Supportive Services for Veteran Families Program. The SSVF

program is used to assist homeless and low-income Veterans obtain and
maintain housing. After doing this for 3 years, I left VOA to start working

in the Kalamazoo County Veterans Service Office in October of 2019.
 
 

http://www.veteransresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Military-History-Anniversaries-1101-thru-1130.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp
https://parade.com/1093253/kelseypelzer/veterans-day-facts/


1. What does the military nickname "G.I." stand for?
          a) Government Identity
          b) Gentleman Inducted
          c) Government Issue
          d) Gallant Individual

Test Your Knowledge: Military Trivia
Trivia Answers:
1) C, 2) C, 3) A, 4) A, 5) C

4. Which branch of the Service
did the Army give birth to in
1947?
        a) Air Force
        b) Marines
        c) Coast Guard

2. Which U.S, Military
Service Branch has the
most 4-Star Generals?
        a) Army
        b) Navy
        c) Air Force
        d) Marines

3. In the famous U.S. Marine Corps "This is My
Rifle" Creed, the 2nd sentence of the Creed
reads:
        a) There are many like it, but this one is 
              mine.
        b) My Rifle is my best friend.
        c) My rifle, without me, is useless.
        d) My rifle is human, even as I, because it 
             is my life.

5. Whose picture is on the
Purple Heart Medal?
        a) President Lincoln
        b) An Unidentified Soldier   
       c) President Washington
       d) The 1st Secretary of    
            Defense



2021 Kalamazoo County 
Veterans Day Event

Each year the Sunrise Rotary of Kalamazoo
and the Kalamazoo County Veterans
Service Office host the Veterans Day
Event. This event happens rain or shine! If
the weather is nice, this event will be held
at Robert L. Cook Memorial Park
previously Rose Park Memorial).

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Portage Senior Center 
Veterans Group

Attention ALL Veterans! The Portage Senior
Center has recently began its new Veterans
group for Veterans and spouses. This group
will provide information on what resources
Veterans can connect to and what
opportunities are available in the county. The
group will meet the second Thursday of each
month from Noon – 2 pm. You can find out
more information regarding the Portage
Senior Center on their Facebook page, or by
contacting the center at 269-329-4555. No
need to be a PSC member, senior, nor even
Kalamazoo County resident to attend. All
veterans are welcome.


